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What   was   the   alternative ?    Madame   de
Stael (a woman of rare genius and insight, but
Napoleon's   enemy)   tells   us   that   sincere
Catholics would have been well content with
an American system, which she calls " tolera-
tion."    The American Constitution does not
" tolerate "  religion ;   It respects conscience
and leaves religious associations to manage
their own affairs.    But she would probably
have In view such a law as that of September
29, 1795, by which the French Government
decreed separation of Church and State with
consequent freedom of worship.    This plan
had   never   been   carried   through.    In   all
European   countries    except    Holland   free
religious association wras  a thing unknown
and not understood.    The Cardinals of the
Roman   Curia   had   been   accustomed   for
centuries to see religion either protected or
persecuted by the State ;  and these appeared
still to be the alternatives under an absolute
ruler like Bonaparte.    No doubt they were.
Could the Holy Father, then, ask the much-
tried French Catholics, who were now begin-
ning to breathe freely, that they should forego
^anifest advantages, submit to fresh tribula-
tions, and withstand the conqueror at the
moment when he was holding out to them an
olive   branch ?   Pius   VII. . was   neither   a